
 

Holstein steers have several disadvantages 
over beef and beef cross ca3le when dealing 
with liver abscesses.  

The first disadvantage is that there is a lower 
percentage of salable meat in a Holstein 
carcass. The second disadvantage is that 
Holsteins have a much higher percentage of 
animals at slaughter with liver abscesses, 
par<cularly severe liver abscesses.    

Liver abscesses are caused by bacteria 
traveling from the rumen to the liver in the 
blood. The ini<ator is rumen 
acidosis, which damages the 
lining of the rumen allowing 
bacteria to escape the normal 
gut lining barrier and get into 
the blood stream. Since all the 
blood from the en<re GI track is 
filtered by the liver, the bacteria 
are trapped by the liver.  

With small numbers of bacteria caused by 
occasional acidosis the liver and the immune 
system can handle the insult, but con<nuous 
and mul<ple acidosis insults results in abscess 
forma<on. The abscess will oDen grow, rupture, 
and mul<ply in an animal’s liver.  

A severe liver abscess, which is present in 
about 25 percent of Holstein steers, result in 
about $100 in discarded carcass value. This one 
issue alone results in a 2 cent per 100 weight 
discount for Holstein steers.   

Holstein steers do have an advantage of 
providing a very consistent carcass size and cuts 
of meat that are very similar, excellent for 
boxed beef and lower end restaurant trade, but 
packers hate liver abscesses among other 
issues.   

The industry has fed an<bio<cs to try to 
control abscesses, and s<ll feeds the an<bio<c 
Tylan. There have been unsuccessful a3empts 
at using vaccines.  But liver abscesses con<nue 
to be an issue. 

 I believe the real problem is that Holsteins 
must go on a hot ra<on early to prevent them 
from developing a huge frame. Colored ca3le 
don’t have the genes to develop the massive 
1,800-pound frames that Holstein gene<cs 
grow. Feeding Holsteins successfully requires 

producers to feed 
aggressively to put meat 
and finish on before the 
frame can develop.  

I s<ll chuckle about a 
part <me farmer that I used 
to implant steers for that 
were fed a high corn silage 

diet. Some steers received 3 implants at least 
200 days apart, they were marketed at close to 
a ton, I think some enjoyed their 3-year 
birthday party. What a money pit.   

Due to frame size and gene<cs, beef ca3le 
can be backgrounded on a very high roughage 
diet between weaning and finishing. With most 
beef calves born in the spring, and beef 
demand steady year-round, backgrounding 
allows growing part of the annual beef crop 
slowly on inexpensive feed and bringing ca3le 
to finish throughout the year.   

At a recent mee<ng, I listened to the head of 
an AI company talk about the steps they were 
taking to develop beef bulls specifically for beef 
on dairy crossing, to produce a crossbred calf 
that feeds like a beef animal and also yields a 
carcass like a beef animal. I believe that will be 
significant in reducing liver abscesses. 
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 Good news:   
 
 
 

This might make you smile or cry, I understand either way.   
I started in Waupun in late June 1978, fresh from vet school. The biggest farm we did work for was 

the prison, at 100 cows milked.  If I remember correctly the next biggest was maybe 70. We had at 
least a dozen farms that milked 10 to 15 cows, with my best guess being the average was 35 head. The 
bigger farms had a single hired man, although most farms had a tremendous amount of input from 
the farm wife and mul<ple kids.   

Even though I was on call every other night and there were always evening and Sunday calls, I 
drove about half the miles in a year that the veterinarians run today. Milk was about $10 per 100 
weight and was set by USDA under a system called ‘parity’.   

Several big milk co-ops were in the process of being inves<gated for bribing the secretary of the 
treasury, John Connally, to get him to increase the price, which he had done aDer the bribe. This and 
several other factors killed the parity concept in the early 80’s and milk prices tanked big <me. Milk 
price ba3les never seem to end.   

Relevant to this story, I was reviewing records with a client during that <me, and we were happy 
that a first calf heifer produced 50 pounds. That’s in a day. First ever on his farm. 

 

Looking Back at the Dairy Industry with Dr. Al 

Vet Gets Ticket 
 

This bill arrived in the mail in 
December.  It’s a parking <cket for a 
partner at WVS who appears to be a 
scofflaw.  

The city of Columbus doesn’t put 
<ckets on windshields anymore, so this 
vet was unaware they had violated the 
law.  

The veterinarian in ques<on was at a 
farm management mee<ng at the bank 
in downtown Columbus. If you can figure 
out the guilty party’s name, give them 
some grief.    

 

Rompun Available to Vets 
Rompun or Xylazine (generic) the cow and horse 

tranquilizer that has been smuggled into the U.S. as an 
illegal powder from China to add to fentanyl, will s<ll be 
available for veterinarians and producers to use to 
sedate animals.   

There had been a push to make it a controlled 
substance, although veterinary use had nothing to do 
with the illegal powder coming into the country. 
Congress passed the bill. The Senate and President have 
to sign off.   
 

Check Cattle for Cancer Eye 
 

The primary form of cancer in both Holstein and 
Herford ca3le is squamous cell carcinoma that forms on 
the lids, oDen the third eyelid.   

If it is present at slaughter the animal will be 
condemned and tanked. It is important to recognize the 
tumor early since it can be removed at this early stage 
and smaller size. If it is given a chance to grow, the tumor 
becomes very invasive locally and surgery will not 
remove all the cancerous cells resul<ng in reoccurrence. 

It is easy to have a vet do a quick check on any eye 
that you or your employee no<ce doesn’t look right, 
especially if there is a what looks like a wart or a small 
rough growth anywhere on the lids. 
 


